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Annexure No. 1 
 
 

Report on the 27th Convocation held at Regional Centre  
Varanasi on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 

 
The 27th Convocation of Indira Gandhi National Open University was organized simultaneously through teleconferencing 
mode on 16th April 2014 (Wednesday) at IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi. The Convocation function of IGNOU 
Regional Centre, Varanasi was organized at Mahamana 150th Birth Anniversary, Seminar Complex, Faculty of 
Science, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi. 

Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon 
Open University, Allahabad was the Guest of Honour of this function. The Convocation function was attended by the 
eminent dignitaries invited from BHU, Varanasi, Local Coordinators/ Programme Incharges, Head of the Institutions of 
not only the IGNOU Centre but from other Universities / Colleges also and Academic Counselors of the Regional Centre, 
Varanasi. Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Faculty of Science, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi was also 
invited as special Guest for Convocation. 

Reporters and Photographers from various newspapers attended the convocation function. The camera team from 
Doordarshan (DD1) Varanasi and local TV Channels were also present to cover the function at the venue of the 
convocation. After the declaration of the closing of convocation function at headquarters by Prof. M. Aslam, Hon’ble 
Vice Chancellor of IGNOU, the programme at IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi was started. The minute to minute 
programme of our function is enclosed as an Annexure No. 2. The Photographs of the main events of the 
convocation, Press Clippings, a copy of the Invitation Card and Press Release are enclosed as an Annexure 
Nos. 3, 4, 5 & 6 respectively. 

Around 232 students of Masters Degree Programme including Gold Medalist Ms. Rashmi Tripathi for B.Ed. 
Programme (27th Convocation) was attended the programme.  

The programme was compared by Ms. Shewta Maheshwari the Anchor of the Gyanvani, Varanasi. 

Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director in his welcome speech highlighted contribution of IGNOU in spreading the cause 
of higher education by launching more than 228 academic programmes ranging from the traditional degree programmes 
offered by most of universities, to the purely knowledge based and more technical and vocational based through a 
network of more than 2667 study centres spread over the length and breadth of the country. Dr. Chaturvedi has also 
said  that in a span of 29 years, IGNOU has achieved many milestones specially in the last 1 years under the dynamic 
leadership of our Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Prof. M. Aslam who not only strengthen the student support services of 
University but also we got his suggestion time to time through web conferencing on every Saturday for increase of 
University enrolment in July & January cycles and University achieved the target by enrolling more & more students as 
compared to other cycles of admission. Our Hon’ble Vice Chancellor made a tremendous work to reduce the 
expenditure of the University on every head of account specially in admission advertisement where he suggested to each 
and every Regional Director to gives it on DAVP rate. Dr. Chaturvedi highlighted the recent achievement of IGNOU 
Regional Centre, Varanasi and specifically inform the August gathering regarding the increase the enrollment in July 
2013 & January 2014 around 35% as compared to last corresponding cycles July 2012 & January 2013 respectively. At 
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last he congratulated all the recipients of the Degree and Diploma for this convocation including One Gold Medalist Ms. 
Rashmi Tripathi student of B.Ed. Programme who has secured more than 98% marks (passed First with 
distinction). The Copy of Welcome Address is enclosed as an Annexure No.7.  

After the welcome address, Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & Uttar 
Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Allahabad, Guest of Honour was invited to bless the successful students. 
A copy of his convocation address is enclosed as an Annexure No. 8. 

Dr. Kirti Vikram Singh, Assistant Regional Director, proposed a vote of thanks. During the occasion Dr. Reena Kumar, 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Assistant Regional Directors, Regular, Contractual Staff of Regional Centre, Varanasi, 
Dignitaries, local Coordinators/Programme Incharges, Media Persons, Head of the Institutes were also present 
during the convocation. 

Budget allocated for 27th Convocation: 

The competent authority has approved  vide RSD letter no. 1024 dated 11 April 2014 the budgetary provision 
for the organization of 27th convocation 2014 at IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi. The head wise budget 
allocated and expenditure made is given in the following table:  

Sl. No Details Approved Budget 
by the competent 

authority  

Actual Expenditure 
made at RC, Varanasi 

1. Provision of snacks for awardees (Rs. 50/- per 
student as per actual number of students who 
have confirmed) 
No. of Students for Master Degree- 674 
Student confirmed for attending the 
convocation -350 

Rs. 17,500/-  
  

Rs. 15,000/- 

2. Provision of working lunch for RC Staff and 
invited Guests @ 150 /- for 50 persons  

Rs. 7,500/- Rs. 7,000/- 

3. Expenses for Transport Rs.5000/- Nil 

4. Cost of Printing Invitation Cards Rs.5000/- Rs. 2500 
5. Expenses on Photography / Videography  Rs.5000/- Rs. 1700 

6. Expenses on preparation of Backdrop / 
Banners, etc. 

Rs.5,000/- Rs. 2900 

7. Expenses on Sound System / LCD Projector / 
Lighting etc.  

Rs.10,000/- Rs. 4800 

8. Expenses on hiring of Venue  Rs. 10,000/-  Rs. 10,000 
9. Other Contingencies @ 25% of total   Rs. 16,000/- Rs. 10,000 
 Total Rs. 81,000/- Rs. 53,900 

 
 

(Dr. Amit Chaturvedi) 
Regional Director 
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Annexure No. 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IGNOU REGIONAL CENTRE, VARANASI 
IGNOU's 27th Convocation 

 

Date: 16th April 2014 (Wednesday)   Time: 02:30PM 
Venue  

Mahamana 150th Birth Anniversary Hall,  
Seminar Complex, Faculty of Science, BHU, Varanasi. 

 

 
 

MINUTE TO MINUTE PROGRAMME  
 
 

02.00PM : Arrival of Guests/Dignitaries 

02.15PM : Arrival of Dr. Pritvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatama Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, 
Varanasi & Vice Chancellor, U.P. Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Allahabad the 
Guest of Honour at Venue 

02.16PM : Robbing Ceremony 

02.18PM : Garlanding of Maa Saraswati & Floral Tribute to Mahamana, Founder of Banaras Hindu 
University 

02.19PM  Lighting the Sacred Lamp in front of Goddess Maa Saraswati 

02.20PM : Maa Saraswati Vandana 

02.25PM : Bouquet Presentation to Guest of Honour by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional 
Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi 

02.30PM-04.39PM : Live Transmission of the Convocation Programme at the Headquarter 

(Minute to Minute Programme of IGNOU Headquarter enclosed) 

04.40 PM : Declaration of closing the 27th Convocation by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, IGNOU, New 
Delhi.  

04.41PM-04.55PM : Welcome address : Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, 
Varanasi 

04.55PM-05.00PM : Distribution of Degree, Diplomas by the Guest of Honour to the Gold Medalist 
student Ms. Rashmi Tripathi for B.Ed. Programmes. 

05.00PM-05.10PM  Remarks by Special Guest Dr. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Faculty of Science, 
B.H.U., Varanasi 

05.10PM-05.30PM : Speech of Guest of Honour : Dr. Pritvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatama Gandhi 
Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & Vice Chancellor, U.P. Rajarshi Tandon Open University, 
Allahabad 

05.30PM : Momento Presentation to Guest of Honour by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional 
Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi 

05.30PM-05.35PM : Vote of Thanks : Dr. Kirti Vikram Singh, Assistant Regional Director, IGNOU 
Regional Centre, Varanasi 

05.36PM : National Anthem 

05.37PM : HIGH TEA 
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Annexure No.3 

 

 
Convocation Venue-Mahamana 150th Birth Anniversary, Seminar Complex, Faculty of 
Science, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi during the 27th Convocation of 
IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 

 
Arrival of Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & 
UPRTOU, Allahabad alongwith the Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU RC, Varanasi & Prof. Arun Kumar 
Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 
16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Presentation of Bouquet by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi to Guest of Honour 
Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad during the 27th 
Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
 

 
 

Presentation of Bouquet by Dr. Kirti Vikram Singh, Assistant Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi to 
Special Guest Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi during the 27th 
Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday). 
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Lighting the Sacred Lamp in front of Goddess Saraswati by Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, 
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad & other members of the Regional Centre, during the 
27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday). 
 

 
Honoring to the Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & 
UPRTOU, Allahabad by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi during the 27th 
Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday). 
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Presentation of Momento by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director RC, Varanasi to Guest of Honour   Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice 
Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad & other members of the Regional Centre, 
during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 

 
Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad, 
Special Guest Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi, Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, 
Regional Director, IGNOU RC, Varanasi, Dignitaries and Recipients of Degrees and Diplomas watching the live 
transmission of Convocation proceedings of IGNOU Headquarter during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 
16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad, 
Special Guest Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi and Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, 
Regional Director, IGNOU RC, Varanasi watching the live transmission of Convocation proceedings of IGNOU Headquarter 
during the  27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 

 

 
Recipients of Degrees and Diplomas watching the live transmission of Convocation proceedings of IGNOU Headquarter 
during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Welcome address delivered by Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi during the 27th 
Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) .  

 
Dignitaries & Recipients of the Degrees/ Diplomas during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Convocation address delivered by the Guest of Honour Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi 
Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad during the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 
(Wednesday) 
 

 
Special Remarks delivered by the  Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi  during 
the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Dignitaries and Recipients of the Degrees & Diplomas watching the Convocation proceedings IGNOU RC, Varanasi during 
the 27th Convocation of IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 

 

 
Recipient of the University Gold Medalist  (Ms. Rashmi Tripathi- B.Ed. Programme) with their Degree and Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, RD, 
IGNOU, RC, Varanasi, Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad Guest 
of Honour & Prof. Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi  during the 27th Convocation of 
IGNOU held on 16.04.2014 (Wednesday) 
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Group of Recipients of Degrees & Diplomas along with Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, RD, RC, Varanasi & Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice 
Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi & UPRTOU, Allahabad Guest of Honour & Special Guest Prof. 
Arun Kumar Srivastava, Dean, Science Faculty, B.H.U., Varanasi during the 26th Convocation held on 16th April 2014 
(Wednesday). 
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Proposing the Vote of Thanks by Dr. Kirti Vikram Singh, Assistant Regional Director, IGNOU RC, Varanasi during the                  
26th Convocation held on 16th April 2014 (Wednesday). 
 

 
National Anthem 



 15

 
 

Annexure No. 4 

PRESS CLIPPINGS  

 



 16

 
 

 



 17

 

 

 



 18

 

 

 



 19

 

 

 



 20

 

 
 

 
 
 



 21

 
Annexure No.5 

 
 
 
 

 



 22 



 23



 24

                                                                       Annexure No.6 
 

 
 



 25

 
 

-2- 



 26

 
Annexure No.7 

IGNOU REGIONAL CENTRE, VARANASI  
 

WELCOME ADDRESS  
DR. AMIT CHATURVEDI, REGIONAL DIRECTOR,  

IGNOU REGIONAL CENTRE, VARANASI 

IGNOU's 27th Convocation 
Date: 16th April 2014 (Wednesday)   Time: 12:30PM 

Venue:  
Mahamana 150th Birth Anniversary Hall,  

Seminar Complex, Faculty of Science, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi. 

WELCOME ADDRESS  
 

 
Dr. Prithvish Nag, 
Vice Chancellor, 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Kashi Vidyapith, 
Varanasi & Vice 
Chancellor, Uttar 

Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open 
University, Allahabad, the Guest of Honour 
of this convocation, Prof. Arun Kumar 
Srivastava, Dean Faculty of Science, BHU, 
Varanasi, distinguished members of the 
Academic Community, my colleagues at the 
Regional Centre, Coordinators/Programme 
Incharges and Assistant Coordinators of 
IGNOU Study Centres, invited guests 
representatives from print and electronic 
media, Ladies and gentlemen. It is my proud 
privilege, to welcome you all to this 
auspicious occasion of the 27th Convocation 
of Indira Gandhi National Open University at 
Varanasi. I thank Dr. Prithvish Nag for 
accepting our invitation to be the "Guest of 

Honour" and delivering the Convocation 
address at IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi 
and blessing our learners.  

Dr. Prithvish Nag is the Vice Chancellor, 
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, 
Varanasi & Vice Chancellor, Uttar 
Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open 
University, Allahabad. Prof. Nag is not only 
a great academician but also a good 
administrator. He has an extraordinary 
excellence to deal with administrative as well 
as academic activities efficiently. 

Prof. Nag has bagged a Gold Medal from 
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) Varanasi. 
He has done Master Degree in Geography in 
1972 and has done Ph.D. from Zambia and 
Post Doctoral Research from School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London. Being an academician he authored 
71 books & published more than 120 research 
papers in National and International Journal 
of repute.  
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I also welcome Prof. Arun Kumar 
Srivastava, Dean, Faculty of Science, BHU, 
Varanasi for accepting our invitation to be a 
Special Guest on this occasion. Prof. 
Srivastava is also a renowned academician in 
the field of Mathematics. After M.Sc. from 
Allahabad University Allahabad, he did Ph.D. 
from IIT, Delhi in 1974. He served as faculty 
in University of Roorkee (now it is renamed 
as IIT Roorkee) from 1976-1979 & thereafter 
he joined B.H.U. in 1979. More than 50 
research papers have been published in the 
National & International of Journal of repute.  
Many Research Scholars has done research 
under the supervision of Prof. Srivastava. 
Number of times, Prof. Srivastava visited 
abroad for his academic visits.  

On behalf of IGNOU Regional Centre 
Varanasi and on my own personal behalf, 
I extend, a very warm welcome to you Sir. 

As we all know, Convocation is a very 
special occasion both for the students and the 
University. We as academics and 
administrators of IGNOU family feel equally 
excited that the student's efforts have yielded 
fruits and this inspires us to redouble our 
efforts in providing them still better facilities 
and more effective student support services. 

The Indira Gandhi National Open University 
(IGNOU) is a central university and was 
established by an Act of Parliament in 1985. 
It has tried to increase the Gross Enrollment 
Ratio (GER) by offering high-quality 
teaching / learning programme through the 
Open and Distance Learning (ODL) mode. 

The University began by offering two 
academic programmes in 1987, i.e., Diploma 
in Management and Diploma in Distance 
Education, with strength of 4,528 students.  

In a span of 29 years, IGNOU has achieved 
many milestones specially in the last 1 years 
under the dynamic leadership of our Hon'ble 
Vice Chancellor Prof. M. Aslam who not 
only strengthen the student support services 
of University but also we got his suggestion 
time to time through web conferencing on 
every Saturday for increase of University 
enrolment in July & January cycles and 
University achieved the target by enrolling 
more & more students as compared to other 
cycles of admission. Our Hon’ble Vice 
Chancellor made a tremendous work to 
reduce the expenditure of the University on 
every head of account specially in admission 
advertisement where he suggested to each 
and every Regional Director to gives it on 
DAVP rate. Today, IGNOU serves the 
educational aspirations of over 30,16,770 
students in India and 43 other countries 
through 21 Schools of Studies, 12 divisions 
and a network of 67 regional centres, around 
2,667 learner support centres and 80 overseas 
centres. Presently the University is offering 
about 228 certificate, diploma, degree and 
doctoral programmes, with strength of nearly 
810 Teachers members and 574 academic 
staff at the headquarters and Regional Centres 
and more than 33,212 academic counsellors 
from conventional institutions of higher 
learning, professional organisations and 
industry among others. 
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The University has, in a relatively short time, 
contributed significantly to higher education, 
community education and continual 
professional development. As a world leader 
in distance education, University is 
committed to provide quality in teaching, 
research, training and extension activities, 
and acts as a national resource centre for 
expertise and infrastructure in the ODL 
system. The University has established the 
Centre for Extension Education, National 
Centre for disability Studies and National 
Centre for Innovation in distance Education, 
to focus on specific learner groups and enrich 
the distance learning system. 

The University provides multi-channel, 
multiple media teaching learning packages 
for instruction and self-learning. The different 
components used for teaching/learning 
include self-instructional print and audio-
video materials, radio and television 
broadcasts, face-to-face counseling/ tutoring, 
laboratory and hands- on experience, 
teleconferencing, video conferencing, web 
conferencing, interactive radio counseling, 
interactive multimedia CD-ROM and 
internet- based learning, and the use of 
mobile phones for instant messaging. For 
courses in Sciences, computers, Nursing, 
Medical Sciences, Teacher Training and 
Engineering Technology, arrangements have 
been made to enable students to undertake 
practical classes/ practice teaching at selected 
study centres/ programme study centres. 
While the traditional distance education 
delivery through print and study centre 

support is being strengthened, the University 
is gearing towards the development of 
interactive multimedia content and learner 
support through video-conferencing and web-
based platforms, by utilizing both the 
EDUSAT and the Internet. 

The University has learners from a diverse 
range of social, economic and regional 
groups, viz., rural, urban and tribal areas, the 
physically-challenged, jail inmates and 
personnel from government and non-
government sectors, paramilitary forces, the 
employers and the employed. The University 
lays special emphasis on women, minority 
communities, socially and economically 
disadvantaged groups, the north-east region, 
and other tribal and low literacy areas of the 
country. Our 690 Special Study Centre 
address specific educational needs of 
disadvantaged section of society Schedule 
Cast/ Schedule Tribes, Women, Minorities, 
Physically Handicapped, Education & 
Economically backward blocks and Jail 
Inmates. IGNOU has established its special 
study centre in 58 jails across the country we 
provide free education to all the jail inmates.  

IGNOU has also been recognized as one of 
the world leaders in distance education. It has 
emerged as an enormously successful and 
vast system for providing quality & equity 
education to more than 30,16,770 students.  
In our country, IGNOU provides education to 
nearly 10% of the total number of students in 
higher education. 

These initiatives have been a big step forward 
in enriching the learning environment in our 
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country with the application of modern 
information & communication technologies, 
has enabled IGNOU to emerge as a National 
Resource Centre for Satellite enabled 
Education through its Gyan Darshan, Gyan 
Vani and Interactive phone in Radio 
Counseling facilities. 

Hon'ble Sir, I would like to inform you that 
IGNOU is the largest mega University among 
the Commonwealth countries. IGNOU has 
been recognized as the “Centre of 
Excellence”. Besides it has also been 
conferred upon “Award of Excellence for 
development of Distance Education 
Materials”, by the Commonwealth of 
Learning, Canada. 

Hon’ble Sir, as far as IGNOU Regional 
Centre, Varanasi is concerned, it was 
established on 07.01.2008. At, present 
there are 63 Learner Support Centres and 
more than 65,500 students (till January 
2014 cycle) on roll. In the recent decision 
of the University, the geographical and 
operational area of IGNOU Regional 
Centre, Varanasi has been expended and 
clubbed four major districts of Eastern Uttar 
Pradesh namely Allahabad, Pratapgarh, 
Amethi and Sultanpur under the umbrella of 
IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi. Now the 
total districts under the jurisdiction of 
IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi has been 
increased from 16 to 20 districts of Eastern 
Uttar Pradesh.  

With the active support of media, my 
colleagues at the IGNOU Regional Centre, 
my friends at the Learner Support Centres 
and BHU authorities, we have tried to bring 
Purvanchal area of Uttar Pradesh at National / 
International Map of IGNOU. 

IGNOU Regional Centre, Varanasi is always 
ready to provide best student support services 
to its learners from their admission till the 
end of the Programme of their study. We 
have made the mechanism to resolve the 
problems of the learners within 24 hours. 
Major emphasizes were given to use the e-
mail and computer facilities not only at the 
Regional Centre but also at the Learner 
Support Centres. Broadband 
connection/email facility was given to its 
Learner Support Centre for better 
communication with IGNOU Regional 
Centre, Varanasi. 

Finally, I congratulate all 2898 students of 
Varanasi Regional Centre, who have 
completed their programmes of study and 
have been awarded degrees/ diplomas and 
also congratulate to Ms. Rashmi Tripathi 
recipients of IGNOU’s Gold Medal for 
B.Ed. Programme for securing highest marks 
in the entire country. I wish them all success 
in their future endeavour.  

With these words, I once again welcome you 
all to the 27th Convocation of IGNOU at 
Varanasi Regional Centre. 

. 

THANK YOU and JAI HIND 
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IGNOU REGIONAL CENTRE, VARANASI  
 

Speech of the Guest of Honour   
 

Dr. Prithvish Nag, Vice Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi &  
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open University, Allahabad 

IGNOU's 27th Convocation 
Date: 16th April 2014 (Wednesday)   Time: 12:30PM 

Venue:  
Mahamana 150th Birth Anniversary Hall,  

Seminar Complex, Faculty of Science, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi. 
 

Convocation Address  
 

Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, 
Regional Director, 
distinguished members of the 
academic community, 
recipients of degrees and 
diplomas of the Varanasi 
region and their proud 
families and parents, media 

persons, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
I am extremely delighted to be present here today, 
at the 27th Convocation of the Varanasi region of 
the Indira Gandhi National Open University. 
Convocation is a very special day in the academic 
calendar of a University. It marks the culmination 
of a phase of learning. On such a solemn and 
joyous occasion, it is indeed an honour for me to 
address and share my thoughts with so many 
bright young men and women who are achieving 
today a formal recognition after completing a 
course of study under the Open and Distance 
Education (ODE) System through Indira Gandhi 
National Open University. My wholehearted 
congratulations to you on your success which 
represents a major milestone in your careers! In 
your success there has also been a contribution in 
terms of years of patience, support and love of 
your parents and families; and also the dedication 
and commitment of your teachers and counsellors. 

They too share in your success and glory and must 
be congratulated. 
   
Dear students, you are the product of the Open and 
distance education (ODE) system of this growing 
nation. The Open and distance education (ODE) 
system of education was introduced in India both 
at school and higher education levels primarily 
with the objective to provide opportunity for 
education to those who have been deprived of 
education because of economical, social and 
geographical limitations/restrictions or because of 
being unable to get admissions in conventional 
schools or Higher Educational Institutes (HEIs) for 
one reason or the other. At school level National 
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) provides 
opportunities for continuing education to those 
who missed completing school education. More 
than 14 lakh students are enrolled at the secondary 
and higher level through open and distance 
learning.  In the higher education sector, India at 
present has 14 open universities - 1 national i.e. 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
and 13 state open universities. The Open 
Universities besides meeting the aspirations of the 
younger generations of our country are providing 
an opportunity for the development of the 
individual talent, innovative skills and help to 
acquire all proficiencies in the field of individual's 



 

choice. The system of distance learning has now 
established a place for itself and has now been 
accepted as an alternative system of quality higher 
education. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, one of the challenges which 
higher education in India today faces is to increase 
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER). India has at present 
more than 500 universities and about 33, 000 
colleges while there were only 20 universities and 
about 500 colleges at the time of independence. 
Despite all this, GER in higher education is still 
very low (about 15%) as compared to the world 
average of 25 %.  The total enrolments in higher 
education in the year 2011-12 were 2.18 crores 
while it was merely 3.97 lakhs in the year 1950-51. 
Experts hold that an enrolment ratio of 20% in 
higher education is a minimum requirement for 
economic development in the modern world. To 
improve the GER therefore continues to be one of 
the challenges for  the Government of India. With 
the increasing cost of infrastructure and non-
availability of competent and qualified faculty, 
opening many new universities and colleges is not 
going to be a very pragmatic approach to increase 
the GER. Under these circumstances the high 
quality open and distance education can be the 
only viable option for meeting the growing 
demands for enrolments in higher education. If 
India has to achieve GER of 30% by 2020, it can 
only be through ODE. 
 
Focus of ODE Programmes 
 
The distance education programmes offered by 
open universities have a different outlook as 
compared to those offered by conventional 
universities in the sense that the process of 
imparting education in open universities has its 
focus on  learner centric flexibility in which 
student plays a pivotal role unlike the teacher to 
student in `face to face classroom interaction in the 
conventional universities. Of late the structure of 
the programmes offered by ODE institutions have 
also been upgraded to incorporate pure and applied 
knowledge that takes care of the skill based 
competencies relevant to the society and the 
nation.  Together with this, various vocational 
courses exist and many more are being added from 

time to time to promote employability and impart 
skills that suit the changing needs. 
 
Through the ODE mode, various open universities 
like IGNOU at National level and UPRTOU and 
others at state level are offering hundreds of 
courses. These courses are available at different 
levels viz., doctoral level, under-graduate and post-
graduate levels, diplomas and certificates. Of the 
various courses the popular courses include B.A, 
B.Com, B.Sc, B.CA, B.Lib, B.Ed and Bachelor of 
Information Technology – B.IT. At Masters level 
MBA course is quite popular. In addition to these 
conventional courses, many popular vocational 
courses include diploma/certificate courses in 
nursery teacher training, journalism, medical lab 
technician, tourism studies, Office Assistantship, 
textile designing, fashion designing, yoga, 
entrepreneurship, photography, automobile 
technology, child care and education, costume 
design and fashion technology, electrical 
equipment repairing, interior design, food quality 
control, criminology and forensic science, 
advertising, disaster management etc.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to talk about 
One prejudice about the distance mode of learning 
that unfortunately exists in some sections of our 
society is that the degrees or diplomas obtained 
from open universities are less valuable than 
those from conventional institutions. This is 
certainly not true at all. One should rather 
appreciate the fact that this mode of open and 
distance learning has been established to empower 
the learners to study at their own convenience, 
“Anyone, Anywhere and Anytime”, i.e., 3A’s is 
the main philosophy behind the development of 
ODE system. It has been developed with a much 
wider goal to strengthen the educational 
background of the working class, housewives, 
weaker sections, etc. taking care of their time and 
convenience.  
ICT in ODE System 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, ODE system in the country 
has come a long way during the last thirty years 
and its impact is being felt all over. However there 
is still a long way to go in ensuring that the 
education imparted to the students through this 
system is of high quality. Though on one hand a 



 

lot of effort is being put on improving the quality 
of self learning materials (SLMs) delivered to the 
students through their upgradation and updation, 
efforts are also being made at the national level 
on improving the quality of education through 
its integration with Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT). The launch 
of  National Mission on Education through ICT 
(NMEICT) in 2009 by the MHRD is a major 
initiative of the Govt. of India in this direction 
with an aim to leverage the potential of ICT in 
providing high quality personalized and 
interactive content, free of cost, to all the 
learners in Higher Education Institutions in 
anytime- anywhere mode.  
 
Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) , as you all know, is basically an umbrella 
term that encompasses all communication 
technologies such as internet, wireless networks, 
cell phones, satellite communications, digital 
television etc. that provide access to information. 
During the past few decades, ICT has provided 
society with a vast array of new communication 
capabilities and has fundamentally changed the 
way we live now. We find a world of difference in 
the practices and procedures of various fields such 
as medicine, tourism, banking, business, 
engineering, etc. as they operate now in 
comparison to how they operated two decades ago. 
In contrast, the impact of ICT on education in 
India, however, has been far less and slow. 
  
ICT, if used creatively in education, can make a 
big difference in the way teachers teach and 
students learn and can help students acquire 21st 
century skills like digital literacy, innovative 
thinking, creativity, sound reasoning and effective 
communication. ICT can help in enhancing the 
quality of education through blended learning by 
supplementing the traditional talk and chalk 
method of teaching. ICT-enabled education  can 
also be a solution to  the growing demands for 
enrolments in higher education in India and thus 
help increase the gross enrolment ratio .  In case of 
open and distance education (ODE) system ICT- 
enabled education can do wonders that no one can 
imagine and help pave way for the creation of 
virtual universities in the long run. ICT can also 

significantly contribute in efficiently managing the 
governance in the universities and colleges. 
 
To introduce ICT-enabled education in such a 
large system as India has, one needs to have high 
quality multi-media enriched content in different 
disciplines for various courses including its 
multilingual conversion, capacity building of 
teachers and students in ICT skills and state-of-
the-art infrastructure along with networking and 
internet connectivity via Virtual Private Network 
(VPN) / broadband connectivity for disseminating 
the content and affordable access devices so that it 
reaches the doorsteps of the learners. UGC at 
present is actively engaged in the development of 
high quality multimedia enriched e-content for 77 
disciplines under Rs. 84 crore MHRD project 
under NMEICT. Similar efforts are also on for 
developing e-content for other courses as well. 
For the open and distance learning students, 
integration of ICT tools can do wonders as it can 
help students in self-learning and self-assessment 
to a great extent. This, in turn, is dependent on the 
quality of e-content or e-learning material. The e-
content must be multi-media enriched rather than 
simple text and images as replicas of printed 
material on screen. Multi-media enrichment helps 
communicate difficult concepts in simpler ways 
and thus, offers unique advantages in the field of 
education. For instance, text alone does not allow 
learners to get a “feel” of any of Shakespeare’s 
plays; while teaching Zoology, a teacher cannot 
make a killer whale come alive in a classroom. 
Multi-media enable us to provide a way by which 
learners can experience their subject in a profound 
way.  
 
I am sure that with the use of ICT, the boundaries 
between the regular students and ODE students 
shall diffuse as more and more learners will opt for 
ODE system to enhance their knowledge and skills 
through flexi-time mode. But in order to make this 
successful, in addition to improving infrastructure, 
we must also empower our faculty, non-teaching 
staff and students in basic ICT skills so that they 
are able to use these technologies easily. I would 
recommend you all also to upgrade your ICT skills 
as it is pertinent to have these skills to excel in 
almost any field in the coming years and you can 
become better equipped for the job-market. 



 

 
It is certainly very pleasant to note that Indira 
Gandhi National Open University, which serves as 
an apex body of all the Open Universities in the 
country, is providing facilities and giving right 
type of leadership. It is indeed important to note 
that IGNOU is using Open and Distance Learning 
system for training large group of trainers in 
different fields. IGNOU provides innovative and 
need based general as well as continuing 
education. The university practises a flexible and 
open system of education in regard to methods and 
place of learning, combination of courses and 
eligibility for enrolment, age for entry and 
methods of evaluation, etc. IGNOU has a 
cumulative enrolment of about 35 lakhs serviced 
through 63 regional centres and around 3500 study 
centres. IGNOU has a large number of 
programmes, ranging from purely academic to 
technical, professional and vocational at various 
levels. IGNOU is fulfilling its mandate of 
promotion of ODE systems and coordination of 
standard in such systems in the country.    
 
I am thankful to Prof. M. Aslam, Vice-
Chancellor, Indira Gandhi National Open 
University who has given me an opportunity to 

express my views before all of you.  I also thank 
all the officials of the Indira Gandhi National Open 
University for inviting me for this 27th 
Convocation function. I am also thankful to the 
distinguished galaxy of the guests of the great & 
beautiful city of Varanasi for giving me a patient 
hearing. Lastly, once again I express my sincere 
best wishes to all new graduates who are conferred 
degree in this Convocation. I am sure they will 
make sincere efforts to excel in whatsoever you 
do. I opine that excellence is achieved when one 
puts one’s best efforts to attain the highest 
standards in any activity that one takes up. 
Achievement of excellence is by no means an easy 
task. If one looks at the lives of men and women 
who have achieved excellence in their fields of 
endeavor, there are certain common attributes 
shared by them all. These are: passion for 
profession, a sharp focus on work, very hard work, 
perseverance, and use of innate abilities. These are 
few tips but they can change the course of your life 
if they sincerely follow them. I wish peace, 
prosperity and all the success to them and hope 
they will do their best to contribute to the 
prosperity of the nation, and prove themselves 
worthy of their degrees and diplomas throughout 
their lives. 

 
Thanking you all once again, 

 
 
Jai Hind 
 
 

Dr. Prithvish Nag,  
Vice Chancellor,  

Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi &  
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Open University, 

Allahabad 
 

 
 


